STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION
May 22, 2007
Dear Valued Member;
Enclosed is the most recent edition of The Little Giant, as well as your
membership renewal and reservation form for the June 9, 2007 luncheon
meeting of the Stephen A. Douglas Association.
At its last meeting, the Board of Directors endorsed the concept of yearly
membership at a cost consistent with other organizations such as ours. Under
the former system we were simply unable to undertake new projects,
develop a 21st century website or promote the only state historic site in the
city of Chicago. Those membership categories are found on the orange form
with this mailing.
Under the leadership of your board, the development of our website,
www.stephenadouglas.org was implemented with a $3000.00 anonymous
donation. Since its inaugural debut at last year’s meeting, the website is now
listed eighth of 16,300,000 possible websites when entered on an internet
search engine. The most frequently sought information is the Douglas
biography. What’s more, the first entry, www.wikipedia.org lists our
association as only one of five recommended external sites to visit. Stephen
Douglas is truly a man for the twenty first century!
Banners adorn the Douglas Tomb neighborhood streets thanks to Chuck
Bednar’s tireless work with the city of Chicago, Alderwoman of the 4th
Ward, Toni Preckwinkle and the support with funding from the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency, which supports all our work. And we are
grateful!
As we move into the 150th anniversary of the Douglas-Lincoln Debates and
the 200th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth, Stephen Douglas will take on new
and renewed importance and the Stephen A. Douglas Association is ready –
with your membership renewal.

Expect more frequent newsletters under the able editorial guidance of
Barbara Hughett, with articles which will delve into related topics in the
Douglas story that need to be told to Illinois and the nation as we approach
the 200th anniversary of the birth of that great Chicagoan and Patriot,
Stephen A. Douglas in 2013!
Our friend, Brian Lamb of C-Span and last year’s keynote at the annual
luncheon said it best. “Organizations like the Stephen A. Douglas
Association are important…look at the banners…and the website is stateof-the-art. The Douglas Association needs our support and I urge you all
to join.”
Brian Lamb joined and I ask you to join as well.
Our annual luncheon is scheduled for June 9th at the Union League Club of
Chicago and graciously hosted by ULC member and Little Giant Foundation
member John B. Whiton of Freeport. This year’s speaker, Gary Ecelbarger
has received wonderful reviews on his past presentations and scholarship as
an independent historian. Use the yellow form for your luncheon reservation
as you renew your membership.
I am available for your ideas and comments at buss@insightbb.com, 815
232 2470 or at 760 West Lincoln Boulevard, Freeport, Illinois 61032.
On behalf of the Board, it’s Chairman, Brooks Davis,
I am respectfully yours, in fraternity, charity and loyalty,

George Buss
President

