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Alderman Burke’s Resolution,
Passed by the City Council of Chicago

WHEREAS, this year, 2008, marks the 150th anniversary of the Lincoln – Douglas Debates;
and
WHEREAS, the debates, which took place in 1858, were designed to afford the two candidates for an Illinois seat in the United States Senate, Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A.
Douglas, the opportunity to discuss their position on the great issues of the day; and
WHEREAS, the nation was then struggling with intense sectional conflict that raised fundamental questions about democracy, republicanism, and human liberty, with the underlying
issue being the problem of slavery, its expansion in the growing Republic and its continuance as an institution; and
WHEREAS, the debates were presented in seven Illinois towns from August to October of
1858 before large crowds and with intense newspaper coverage, with complete text of each
debate reprinted throughout the nation; and
WHEREAS, in the context of a heated political campaign, both men struggled with the
threat of secession and civil war as well as the moral implications of the right of all persons
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness asserted in the Declaration of Independence;
and
WHEREAS, the broad dissemination of the debates was a significant factor two years later
in the election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency of the United States; and
WHEREAS, the process of public debate involving those who seek election to political office
in the United States continues to this day, permitting citizens to test the character, the
integrity and the vision of candidates; and
WHEREAS, the Stephen A. Douglas Association was founded in 1975 by Mayor Richard J.
Daley and then Chicago Public Library Board president Ralph G. Newman to honor and perpetuate the memory of Stephen A. Douglas, his patriotism and his devotion to Chicago and
the State of Illinois; and
WHEREAS, the Stephen A. Douglas Association will sponsor an essay contest for students
at Kelly, Dunbar and Gage Park High Schools on the topic: “How are the Lincoln-Douglas
Debates still relevant to American society today?” with scholarship prizes to be announced
at the Stephen A. Douglas Tomb on June 7; now, and therefore.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the members of the City Council of Chicago, on the
threshold of the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, call upon all citizens of the
City of Chicago to recognize and remember the significance of the Lincoln – Douglas Debates
in the continuing history of the United States of America, and Illinois and the City of
Chicago; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be presented to the
Stephen A. Douglas Association.

Alderman Edward M. Burke
14th Ward
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Dedication of Stephen A. Douglas Tomb Cornerstone,
September 5, 1866

Published for the first time is this stereo view of the Dedication Ceremony of the Laying of the
Cornerstone of the Tomb of Stephen A. Douglas, September 5, 1866. The speaker for the event was
President Andrew Johnson after Illinois Governor Richard Ogelsby* was rejected by an arbitrary change
in date. Guests included General Ulysses S. Grant, Secretary of State William Seward, and Secretary of
the Navy Gideon Welles. They traveled with the President from Washington on his “Swing Around the
Circle” tour. Comments made at various stops on the tour would later be used in the impeachment proceedings against Johnson.
*See the full account in Mark Plummer’s Lincoln’s Rail-Splitter: Governor Richard J. Ogelsby.

Stephen A. Douglas Association Scholarship Prize Essay Contest
The Stephen A. Douglas Association will sponsor an essay contest during the 2008-2009
academic year for junior or senior students in the Advancement Via Individual Determination
(AVID) program at Kelly, Dunbar and Gage Park High Schools in the Chicago Public Schools.
One student from each school will win a $500 college scholarship. The object of the essay contest is twofold: to promote knowledge of Stephen A. Douglas and mid-nineteenth-century
American history among Chicago high school students and their teachers; and to enhance the
college preparatory skills of eager, motivated Chicago public school students. The essays will
be evaluated by a committee headed by Saint Xavier University Associate Professor of History
Graham Peck in the spring of 2009. The SAD Association is excited to begin this collaboration
with the Chicago Public Schools.

